NEPAL
"It was a great opportunity for the Gurkhas, as they had styled
themselves after their head-quarters capital, and so they, too,
determined to set up a new kingdom. Reinforcing their ranks
from the martial tribes around them, and by the grant of a
liberal share in the spoils of war they set out on their conquering
career, engaging in the most colourful fights in history. They
marched over a thousand miles through the Himalayas laying
waste the land and bringing the beaten tribes under their rule.
They even penetrated to Tibet, invading that country in 1792,
besides overrunning Sikkim and Bhutan.
"The cradle of Gurkha history lies in that little-known town
of Gurkha, now deserted by the ruling race for a more imposing
capital. From there the swashbuckling campaigns continued
unchecked until they fell foul of the British in the opening of
the nineteenth century. Their warlike raids and forays had
given them a false idea of their own power and resources, and
when the Honourable East India Company, the old John Com-
pany, tried negotiations with no effect,war was declared in 1814.
"The Gurkha War, in so far as the generalship is concerned,
was not an inspiring effort, although here and there are bright
individual patches. Three or four generals in succession proved
their incompetence, until General Ochterlony appeared upon
the scene and by his skilful moves brought the campaign to a
close. But if we had won the victory we had not won the peace,
for the Nepalese refused to come to terms and the war had to
be renewed. Ochterlony once more took the field, outwitted
the enemy in sundry turning movements, and occupied ground
of strategic and political importance with a minimum of loss.
The Gurkhas had reckoned without their man and seeing the
futility of further resistance, capitulated in March 1816. So
ended the Anglo-Gurkha War and from it dates a friendship
and mutual admiration that has increased with the passing
years.
"The treaty concluded between the old John Company and
Nepal, is of remarkable interest for under its terms the Gurkhas
lost much of what they had gained by right of conquest.
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